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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE KABUL 5209 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRN, AF, PK, IN 

SUB J : INDIAN-AFGHAN TRACTOR DEAL 

REF: A) STATE 180382; B) NEW DELHI 10830 (NOTAL) 

1. PURCHASE OF ESCORT TRACTORS BY AFGHAN AG DEVELOPMENT 
BANK IS FIRM CONTRACT. CONSUMMATION, HOWEVER. REQUIRED 
SHIPMENT OF TRACTORS FROM INDIA TO AFGHANISTAN. 

2. ACCORDING ARIANA VICE PRESIDENT BENNETT, ARIANA HAS 
MADE FINANCIAL OFFER TO CARRY TRACTORS AS PART OF REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED SERVICE BETWEEN INDIA AND AFGHANISTAN THUS OBVIATING 
NEED FOR COMPULSORY LANDING AT LAHORE. AIR SHIPMENT IS 

LIVE POSSIBILITY. BUT GOA NEGOTIATING FOR BARGAIN AIR 
TRANSPORT (CF. REFTEL B). 
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